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Have conſidered the Di/conr/ee 
ſent me, publiſhed lately about 
Indulgence and Toleratim, At 
their ficſt view, I confeſs I was 
not a little ſurprized with their 
Number, as not underſtanding 
the reaſon of their Multiplice- 
AN tion at this time, nor what it was 
*  S \ that had made them ſwarm fo 
. AED wv anſeaſonably. Upon their per- 
2 oe uſal, I quickly perceived à de- 
8 2 fect in them all, which could no 
5 other ways be ſupplied, whether 
it be ſo by this means or no, Impartial Men will judge. The De- 
ſign ſeems to have been, That what is wanting in them (ingly in 
Reaſon, may joyntly be made up in Noiſe; and their reſpecti ve 
defects in Alrgumeut, be ſupplied by their communion in S»f- 
frage. It will doubtleſs be the wiſdom of thoſe who are concer- 
ned in whatchey oppo, to ſtand out of their way, at leaſt un- 
til the ſtorm is over. 
m— OM diffugit arator 
Omni & Agricola, ö 
Dam pl uit in ter ri, ut poſſint ſole redutt» 


Excereere dien. 


Their Reaſon will be better attended to, when tis carneſtneſs 
hat ha littic ſyent it ſelf. For Men ho have attained more than 


perhaps they ever aimed at, at leaſt than they bad juſt rea ſon to 
A 2 expect, 
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expe&, have commonly for g whilegrong deſires to ſecure their 
poſſeſũ ons, which Time and a due conſiderat ion of their Title 
and Intereſt, may ſomewhat calm and allay, In the mean time, 
becau'e Tow ex pet it, 1 (hall give you a brief account of my 
iboaghts concerning the Matter treated of by them , and if that 
do not too long detain me, of the reaſonings alſo which they 
make u ſe of. Some things I do much commend their !»genuity 
in; For whereas two things were propoled to them, A Compli- 
ance with ſome by way of Ceudeſcention, and a Forbearance of 
others by way of Moderation, they equally declare againſtt hem 
both, They will neither admit others to them, but upon their 
own terms to the utmoſt Puncti lis; nor bear wich any in their 
diſſent from them ia the leaſt different Obſervances, but all muſt 
be alike purſued by Lawand Force, to their Ruine. Whether 
this ſeem not to be the frame of mens ſpirits, whoſe Fortune 4 
Power (as one of them ſpeaks ) rempts them to an inſolency, ſo- 
ber and dif-interefted perſons will judge. The minds I confeſs of 
fortunate Mer are for the molt part equal unto their Succeſſes, 
and what befels them, they count their due, Nothing elſe could 
perſwade theſe men that they alone were to be eſteemed Engliſh⸗ 
Men, and that not onely as unto all Priviledges and Advanta 
attending that Title; but ſo far alſo, as to defire that all who 
differ from them, ſhould be exterwinated from their Native Soyl. 
It were well if we could ſee more of theirendeavours to mer it ſo 
bigh a favour, more of that uſefulneſs, and advantage which they 
bring to the Kingdom, that migtt countenancethem in pleading 
that they alone aug ht to be init, For my part, I can ho little 
conſiſtency with Chriſtianity, Humanity, or Prudence, in theſe 
Reſolutions. For certainly if that be Chriftian Religion which 
we are taught in the Goſpel, it inclines men, eſpecially choſe who 
are Teacher: of it, (ſuch as the Authors of theſe Diſcour ſes, at 
lesſt moſt of them, ſeem to be) unto a greater Condeſcention than 
that expreſſed, upon the Cauſes, and for the Ends of its being 
deſired, The requeſt of ſome for a (ondeſcention, ſeems tobe no 
more, but that the Rulers of the Church would forbear the pre- 
ſcription and impoſition of ſuch things on the Conſciences and 
Praiſe of men, (for it is vain to pretend that Conſcience is not 
concerned in practiſe in the worſhip of God) as there is not one 
word about, nor any wing inclining, leading, or directing 26+ 


wards, 


wards, in the whole Bible, that 32 never thought of, menti- 
oned or commanded by Jeſus Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, or any 1. 
peſtolical Men; that if they had not unhappily fallen upon the 
minds of ſome Men to invent, none knows who, nor where, nor 
her, would have had no concernment in Chriſtian Religion. 
They indeed who impoſe them, ſay they are things indifferent. 
But the differences that have been almoſt this hundred years abour 
theſe things indifferent, is enough to frighten and diſcourageun- 
bia ſꝰd men from having any thing to do with them. And what 
wiſe min, methinks would not at length be contented, that theſe 
differences and indifferent things may be parted withal together? 
Beſides, they on whom they are impoſed, a ccouat them not ſo: 
They look upon them as «n/awful for them to »ſeand prafile — 
circumſtances conſidered) atleaſt moſt of them de ſo. And they 
plead by the important Argumert of their Sufferings, that it is 
meerly on the account of Conſcience that they do not conform 
unto them. Others think that it is not ſo; but I am ſure it is 
poſſible that ĩt may be ſo; and if it be ſo, they cannot uſe them 
without endangering the Eternal Ruine of their own Souls; 
though others may ſpeed otherwiſe in their obſexvances, who 
have other thoughts and apprehenſions of their Nature and Uſe, 
And yet on the other fide, if thoſe that impoſe theſe things, can 
make it appear with any probability, ( I had almoſt ſaid if they 
would but pretend) that they were obliged in Conſcience to im- 
poſe thew, by my conſent there ſhould be an end of this ſtrife. 
But whilſt there is this Left-handed Conteſt, Real wil and Pre- 
tended Prudence, fighting againſt Conſcience and Duty, it is 
like tobe untoward and troubleſome. And for what end is it that 
ſome deſire that there might be at leaſt ſomerelaxation as to the 
preſent /evere — 1 — of ſome of the things which are thus 
contended about? They ſay it is meerly that they might ſerve 
Godin the Goſpel tothe goodof ot bers, without ſinning againſt 
him, to the ruine of themſelves. They ſpeak particularly unto 
Men who profeſs it to be their Calling, their Work, their Deſign 
to promote the bleſſed ends of the Goſpel towards the Souls of 
Men: They deſire of chem thatthey may have leave to come and 
help them in reference unto this end. Nor can it be pretended, 
That they themſelves are ſufficient for the Work, and that they 
have no need of the Aſiaxce of others : God and Man know 
that this cannot be reaſonably pleaded, | Ao 
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And this is a buſineſs, which certainly by ſuch men as profeſs 
themſelves to be Guides and Rulers of the Church, can hardly 
be juſtified unto him who is the great Lord of it. When the 
Diſciples found ſome caſting out of Devils in his name, they re- 
buked them becauſe they folowed not with them; a worſe and 
greater non-conformity than that which ſome are now charged 
withal , and yet the rebuke of others, procured only ene to 
themſelves. Ne ſaid well of old, concerning thofe who con- 
rended to promote common good; dyati d lei; ud Ele, 


T his is a good ftrife for mortal men: So is that which is for pro- 


moting ot the good of the ſouls of men by the preaching of the 
Goſpel; and ſhall it be forbid for ſuch things, 
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of ſo little importance are they in this matter, which hath an 
influence into Eternity. What is anſwered unto this requeſt ? 
Stories are told of things paſt and gone; ſcattered intereſts, 
diſſelved intrigues, buried miſcarriages, ſuch as never can have 
any «ſpe on the preſent poſture of Affairs, and minds of men 
in this Nation, are gathered together, and rakgd out of their 
graves, to compoſe Hor moes for the afftightment of men from a 
regard to the ways of peace and moderation: This they erlarge 
upon with much Rherorich, and ſome little Sophiſtry , Like him 
ofold,of wham it was ſaid, that being charged with other things, 
m—— Crimina rafts 
Librat in antit hetd; doit as poſuiſſe fignras 
Landatir, mmm 


Mary inconveniences are pretended, as like to enſue upon 
ſuch a condeſcention: but in the mean time wen die, and ſome it 
may be periſs for want of that help and inſtruction in the things 
of Eternity, which there are many ready to give them, whilſt ic is 
altogether uncertain, whether any one of the pretended in- 
conveniencies will enſue or no: I fear whilſt men are ſo enga- 
ged in their thoughts about what is good and convenient for 
them at the preſent, they do ſcarce ſutticiently ponder, what ac 
count of their actions they muſt make hereafter, 


But neither is this all chat theſe Authors contend for : Men 
are 
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are not only denied by them in £ BY intotheir Societies to 
preach the Goſpel, unleſs it be onſuch terms as they cannot in 
conſcience admit of, and which others are no way obliged in con- 
ſcience to ĩmpoſs u pon them; but all forbeerance of, or indul- 
gence unto them who cannot conform unto the preſent eftabliſh- 
ment, is decried, and pleaded againſt: What though men are 
peaceable, and uſeful in the Common-wealth ? What though 
they ate every way ſeund in the Faith, and cordialy imbrace all 
the doctrine taught formerly in the Church of England ? What 
though thoſe in this condition are wavy, and ſuch as in whoſe 
peace and induſtry,the welfare of the Nation is exceedingly con- 
cerned ? What if they offer to be i»ſtralted by any who will 
take that work upon them, in the things about which their dif- 
ferences are? What if they plead — — towards God, and 
that alone, in their diſſent; it being evident!y againſt their whole 
temporal interefs ? Whar if they — given evidence of their 
readineſs in the ways of Chriſt and the Goſpel, to oppoſe every 
errour that is either pernicious to the ſouls of men, or any way 
of an evil aſpeR to pablique peace and tranquility? All is one, 
they are neither ſeverally, nor joyntly, no one of them, nor all 
of them, in the judgment of theſe Gentlemen, to be forborn, or 
to have any Indulgence exerciſed toward them, but Laws are to 
be made and put in execution againſt them to their ruine, ex- 
tirpation and deſttuction. It may be it will be ſaid, that theſe 
things are #»duly impoſed on them, ſeeing they prels for a proſe · 
cution of men by Laws and rigour, not for diſſenting from what 
is eſtabliſned, or not practiſin g what is preſcribed in the publich 
Worſhip of God, but for practiſiag what is of their own choice 
therein, in Meetings and Aſſemblies of their own, otherwiſe 
they may keep their conſcicnces unto themſelves without moleſta- 
tion. 


But it doth not appear, that this can be juſtly pleaded in their 
defence: For as the Prohibition of men under ſevere and di- 
ſtru&ixe penalties, from that exercile of the worſhip of God, 
which is ſuitable to their light, aud which they are convinced 
that he requires of them, ſo that in nothing it inter fere with the 
fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion, or publick tranquility, is 
as deſtitute of all Foundation in Scripture and Reaſon at 44 

Iams, 


8 
times, and as things may be — in Prudence 
or Policy, 8s the inforcing of them to a practical compli- 
ance with any mode or way of "Worſhip againſt their Light 
und conſcience , fo the practice in this latter caſe hath been 
more ſevere amongſt us, than in the former. For a Teſtimony 
hereof, we have theſe great Multitudes which at this day are 
Excommeanicated by the (ourts Eccleſiaſtical, meerly for their 
not attending the publique Aſſemblies of the Nation in their 
Adminiftrations : And as they are by this means, as things now 
ſtand, caſt, as they ſay, into the condition of men out- Lamea and 
deprived of all priviledges of their birth- right as Ergliſb - men 
(of which ſort there are forty times more, than have been pro- 
ceeded againſt unto the ſame iſſue in all his Ms jeſties Courts of 
' Joſtice in England for many years) ſo in the purſuite of that 
ſentence, many are caſt inte priſons, where they lye periſhing 
( ſundry being deal in, that ſlate already) whilſt their families 
areſtarved or reduced to the utmoſt extremicy of poverty, for 
want of thoſe ſapplies which their induſtry formerly furniſhed 
them with all: And what influence this will have into the ſtare 
of this Nation; time will manifeſt, if men are not as yet at lea- 
ſure to conſider. The hand: that by this means are taken off from 
labour, the ftecks from imployment,the mind: from contrivances 
of induftry in their own concerns, the poverty that is brough: on 
Families, in all which the common good hath no ſmall Intereſt, 
are not I fear ſufficiently conſidered by perſons whoſe fullneſs and 
plenty either diverts their thoughts from — notice of them, 
or keeps off any impreſſions on their minds and judgments from 
what is repreſented concerning them. Others begin to feel the 
evil, whoſe morning they ſaw not, gathering up towards them, 
in the decay ot their Revenues, and intanglements of their Eſtates, 
which without tiwely remedy, will increaſe upon them, untill the 
breach grow too great for an ordinary healing. | 
And I am periwaded that none who have been active inthcſe 
proceedings, will take upon themſelves the trouble of con- 
firming this kind of Charch Diſcipline out of the Scriptures,or 
Examples of the Primitive Churches,for ſome hundreds of years. 
This therefore, is that which by theſe men is pleaded for, 
namely that all the P roteſt ants in England who ſo diſſent from 
the eſtabliſhed Forms and Modes of Worſhip, 14 either to - 
ent 


9 
/eonaxbertſelves from their oboe or to attend unto any 
other way ot Worſhip, which being ſuitable to the Principles 
of that Religion which they - profeſs, (namely Preteftantiſme) 
they are-perfwaded isaccordingro the Mind of God, and which 
He requires of Them, be proceeded againſt, not onely with £c- 
cleſiaftical- Cenſure: , but alſo with Outward, Prewniary, and 
Corporal Puniſoments, tothedepriving of Them in the progreſs, 
of Their whole Liberty, Freedom, and Benefit of the Laws of 
the Land, and in ſome Caſes unto Death it ſelf, ard that no 
Diſpenſation or Relaxation of this ſeverity , be countenanced or 
granted. And herein 1 confeſs, whatever Pretences be uſed, 
whatever Fests and Jealouſies of Events upon a contrary Courſe, 
or the granting of an Iadulgeace be pleaded, I am not of their 
Minds, nor do I think that any countenance can be given to this 
ſevere Principle and Opinion, either from the Scriptures of · the 
Old ot New Teſtam ent, or from the Example of #nywho ever 
endeavcured a Conformity-unto the Rules of them, Fhis is the 
ſhateof the Controverfie, as by theſe Authors formed and hand - 
led; nor may any thing elſe be pretend:d, hen ſſucb Multitudes 
are ready ta give Evidence unto it, by what they have ſuffered 
and undergone, Do but open the Priſons for the relief of thoſe 
Peaceable, Honeſt Induſtrious, Diligent Men, who'ſome'of them 
have lain ſeveral Yearsin Darance, meerlyinithepurſuit of Bæ- 


" communication, and there will be Teſtimony enough given te 
this ſtate of the Controverſie. | 


This being ſo, pray give me leave to preſentyon with my bay 
Thong be, both as to the Reaſonablenefs, Conſcience, and Prin- 
ciples of purſuing that Courſe of Severicy towards Diſſenters, 
which I find ſo many Concerned Perſons to plerd for: And alſo 
of the way of their Arguings and Pleas. | 

And firſt as unto Reaſon and-Conſcience, I think Men had need 


look well unto the Grounds of their Acting, in things wherein 


they proceed againſt the Common Conſent of Mankind, expreſſed 
in all inſtances of the like occaſion, that have occurred in the 
World, which is as great an Evidence of the Light and Law of 
Nature, as any can be obtained. For what all Men generally 
conſent in, is from the common Nature of all, We are not in- 
deed much concerned to inquire after the praiſe of 1he Heathen 
in this matter, becauſe as the Apoſtle teſtifies, their Idulatrous 

B Confuſion 
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that Law, it is no wonder if the proceeding it be ſo alſo. 
There was a Law amongſt — 282 — Orator to 
be one of thoſe of the Twelve Tales, forbidding any to have 
private Gods of their own : gut this regarded the Gods themſelves, 
the Object of their Worſhip, and not the Way of Worſpi ping 
them w hichwas peculiar and ſ- e to many Families and (iba 
amengſ them, and ſo obſe Scarce any Family or Tribe of 
note, that had not its ſpecial and ſeparate Sacra. Beſides, they 
ſeemed to ha ve little need of any a Authorized Gods, leeing as 
Varro obſerved, they had of them they owned, no ſeſi tbanthir- 
ty thouſand. And I have often thought that Law. was impoſed 
on them by the craft and projeRion of Ja, to keep them off 
from the knowledge of the true God: For notwichſtanding this 
Law, they admitted into their Super ſtit ien all forts of Idols. even 
the folly of Egyptians themſelves, as having Temples in Rome 
unto 1þ; and Srrapis. Onely this Law was pleaded to keep off che 
knowledge of the true God, 47, 18, 13. And of him they had 
_ - contempr , calling the place of his Worſhip, the 
q 


Dei incerti. 


And the Cuſtome among the Arhenianrnot to admit any ſtrange 
Objelts of worſnip , any Unwarranted Devotion, was never 
made nſe of, but to oppoſe the Goſpel, unleſs it were 
when chey deſtroyed the wWiſeſt and Beit Man that ever the 
City bred, for giving ſome intimation of the true God, and net 
conſenting with the City in Opinion about their Zfabl/iſhed De- 
votions; Other «ſe of theſe Laws there was none. It is true, 
when any Sacra or Superftitiom Obſervances were actually uſed 
to induce Menand Women to Sin and Wiekedaeſs, contrary to 
the Light of Nature, the very Being of Civil Societies, the Ro- 
man: ſeverely animadyerted upon them: Orberwiſe this Law was 
not made uſe of, bnt onely againſt the Few? firſt, and the Chri- 
ftianrafierwards; whereby it was conſecrate d to the uſe of Ido- 
latry, and rendred unmeet tor the Churches Service or Recep- 
tion. ' 


The Jews were thoſe who were firſt intruſted with the — 
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of Religion end the Werlklp of G And it is known What 
was their Law, their Ceſtem, their Praſlise in this Afattey, 
W hoever would dwell amongſt them, if they owned their Fax- 
dament alt, they afforded them the Bl:(ling and Peace of the 
Land, All that they requiced of ſuch Perſons, was but the 
Obſer vation of the Seven Neachical Precegts, containing the 
Principles of the Light of Nature, as to the ie of wer 
Coed, and Moral Honeſty amongſt Men, hover would live 
amongſt them of the Gentilet, and took upon chemſe ves the 
obſervation of theſe Fandamentats, although they ſubjected 
themſelves to no ii itated Ordinance, they called Proſelyres of 
the Gate, and gave them all Liberty andPeacs. And in thoſe 
who ſubmitted unto the Law of Xfoſes,, who knows not what 
different Sects and Opinions, and Aﬀoder uf Worſhip there were 
amongſt them, which they never once fuppeſed that they had 
any Rule to proceed againſt by externa] Fotee and Coercion. 

The Caſcis yet more evidently expreſſed in the Judgement and 
ARings of the ſieſt Chriſtians. It will be utterly ſoperfigous to 
ſhew how that for three hundred years, there was not any #- 
mongſt them who entertained thoughts of Ourwerd Force a- 
gainſt thoſe who differed from the Ao, in the things of Chri- 
ſtian Religion. It bath been done I perceive of lace by others. 
And yetin that ſpace of time, with that Principle, the Power of 
Religion ſubdued che World, and brake the force of that Lew 
whereby the Reman: through the Inſtigation of Satan, endea- 
voured with Force and Cruelty to ſuppreſs it. When the Eu- 
pire became Chriftian , the ſame Principle bare ſway. For 
though there were mutual Violences offered by thoſe who dif- 
fered in great and weighty Fundamental Truths, as the Howox- 
fiansrand Arians, As to thoſe who agreeing in the important 
Docttines of the Geb, took upon themſelves a peculiar and ſe- 
parate way of Wer ſbip and Diſcipline of their own, whereby they 
were exempt from the common Courſe and Diſcipline of the 
C burebh, then in »ſe,- never any thewghts entered into men, to 
give unto them the leaſt diſturbance. The Kingdom of «/£gy pr 
alone bad at the ſame time above forty thouſandPerſous Men and 
Women, living in their private and ſeparate Way of Worſhip, 
without the leaſt controul from the Governoors ot Church or 
State; yea, with cheir Approbation and Incouragement. 

B 2 
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21 
o was it all the World b mention the many different 
Obſervances that were in and t rhe Churches: themſelves, 
which occaſioned not Di vi ſion, much leſs Perſecution of one a. 
nother. And ſo prevalent is this Principle, that notwithſtand- 
ing all their Deſign for a forcing unto an Vaiformity, as their 
peculiar Intereſt, yet it hath taken place in the Church of Rome 
it ſelf, and doth ſo to t his day. It is known to all, that there is 
no Nation wherein that Religion is inthroned, but that there are 
thouſands in it that axe allowed their particular ways of Worſhip, 
_— exempt from the common ordinary Juriſdiction of the 
It ſeems therefore, that we are ſome of the firſt who ever any 
whercin the World, from the Foundation of it, thought of ru- 
ming anddefiroying Perſonsof the SAME RELIGION 
with our ſelves, meerly upon the choice of ſome Peculiar Way: of 
Wor ſbipin that Religion. And it's but reaſonable, as was ob- 
ſer ved, for men to look well co the grounds of what they do, when 
— act contrary to tho Principles ol the Law of Nature, expreſt 
in ſo many Inſtances by the conſent of Mankind. And 1 fear all 
men do not aright confider, what a ſecret Influence into the Ener- 
vating of Political Societies ſuch Intrenchments on the Princi- 
ples of Natural Light, will aſſuredly have, For choſe things which 
ſpring op in the Minds of Men without Arguing or Conſiderstion 
from without, willinſenſibly prevail in them againſt all Law and 
Conſtitution to the Contrary, It is in vain to turn Nature out of 
doors, it will return, And whence ſhall we learn what Nature- 
inclines unto, unleſs from the common practiſe of Mankind in all 
Jnſtances, where an evident demonſtration may not be given, of 
the prevalent influence of the intereſt of ſome Men unto the con- 


erary ? Which is, 
eam Dinturnitats cnſies. 


It will aot always prevail, nor ever at any time without great 
regreet and commotion in the minds of Men, who have no con- 
cern in that ILatereſt. 

Confider alſo the thing it ſelf, of Fozring the Confriences of 
Pen, in manner before expreſſed, and you will find it fo an- 

coxth, as 1 am perſwaded you will not know. Woll what to _ 


C17) | 
of it. Learned Divine tell us, Chat Conſcience is the dudge- 
ment that a man makeeh of Vimſelt and his Actions, with refe-- 
rente to thefuturs Judgement oł God, or to that purpoſe. Now 
let others do what they will, Conſcience will ſtill make this Judge 
ment, aorean it 6 — . — — — m—_ in =» 
Oatward Actings of Mens Lives, they can alter Nothing in 
Joward Conſtitution of che Nature iven it by God in its Crea- 
tion, which refersto its Fature End. How can this be ſorced? 

It is laid therefore, Let Man take this liberty unto themſelves : 
Who forbids them to judge of Themſelves and of their Actions, 
what they pleaſe? Nene goes about to take thu Liberty from 
them, 

But is this all? Conſcience doth» not judge of Men and their 
Actions, but with reſpect unto what in the Name of God it re- 

ires them tobe, and to do. It firſt requires ſeveral things of 

hem in the Name of God, and then judges upon their perfor- 

mance, with reference untothe Judgement of God : And this is 

the ſoreraign Dictate of it, Wozhip God atcozding to that 

Light and which you have, of wbat is that oz 

Hip which is with Dim, in matter and manner, and 
no otherwiſe. this Command be not obeyed, Conſcience will 
judge withreference unto the Judgement to come. Let Conſci- 

ence then have its Libercy for this Work, and this Difference is- 
at an end. 

But it will be ſaid, If Conſcience muſt be free as to it fr # 44 of. 
—— and Commanding, as well as unto its Self · Judging. it - 
may lead men to all Abominations, Wickedneſs, Murt bers, 
Sedition and Filthineſs ; and ſoa Liberty unto them alſe muſt be 
granted. So 1 bave heard men ſpeak, bat I have wondered al io 
that any man that hath a Con/cience of his own, or knows what 
Conſcience is, ſhould give entertainment to ſo fond ain Imma - 

ination :- I would ask any man whether ever he found any 
h direction in. his ewn Conſcience,-or any Inelination that 
way? Nay,if he have not conſtantly ſound a ſevere Interdiction 
piren in by his Conſcience agaioſt all ſuch things> Aud bow can 
then conceive it poſſible that the Cor ſcienee of any man ſhould. 
be of ſuch a Make, and Conſtitution , ſeeing naturally it is abſo 
lately the ſame in all. Beſides, as was ſaid, It is a mans judgmenc 
eChimſelf in reference to che ſuture Juigment of God... And, 
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this Intimation ſappoſerh, Ad. may judge that God at ch: 
Laftdry will prove of Auer Murders, Seditions and the 
like Evils! Which is te ſuppoſe all common inbred Notiors 
of God to be blotred out of the mind : Nay it is utterly impoſ- 
ſible, as implying a contradittion, that any m in ſhoulli conſider 
God at a Fudge, uy Conſeience doth always, amd ſuppoſe hrs Ap- 
probati on of the Evils ſpecified, or of any of the like nature and 
importance: But mea will yer ſay that Conſcience hath been 
pterended for theſe things, 1 anſwer, Sever by any in their wires, 
And what any brain-ſick, or Enmthwaftich Perſon may ſay or doe 
in his Parox3ſm?, is not to have any plate in confiderations of 
what becomes a guidance of the Actions of Man-kiad one to- 

wards another. It is true; that ſome thing: as they have been 
Circumſtantiated, ha ve been debated, even in Conſcience, whe- 

ther they have been Lawful or no; that is whether God would 

spprove of them, or condemn them at the laſt day. But what is 

evil ia its {4f; and againſt the light of Nature, there is no directi- 

on unto it, no — of it from Conſcience in the leaſt. 10 

take away this Liberty of Cenſeience in things of its proper Cog- 

vi xance and Duty, ſeems to me, to be as much #5 to ſay, mea ſhall 

not judge themſelves with referrence to the Judgment of God to 

come; which is to put Gods great Vicegerent out of his place and 

Throne. 

Let us now apply this notion of Conſcience unto the preſent 
occaſion. There ls preſcribed a way of Divine Worſhip, with 
Ceremonies, Forms of Prayer, and Orders for the Adminiſtrati- 
on of Sacraments, all rhings that concern the Joynt and Pub- 
lique Worſhip of God. What is the Work or Duty of Conſci- 
ence in reference hereunto ? Is it not, in the firſt place, to ap- 
ply the Mind and Underſtanding to con ſider of what ſort it is, in 
referrence unto the fature Judgment of God? This cannot be 
denied; the firſt A ofa man who makes avy Conſcience of 
what hedoes, muſt be of this ſort. If then icapprehend it to be ſuch 
as God will approve of the Practice, and Obſervation of it at the 
laſt Day, Conſcience is ſatisfied, and reſſects no /elf-Conden- 
»ing thoughts upon irs Obſervance. But ſuppoſe a man doth 
not underitand it ſo to be; he cannot conceive it to be appointed 
ſo by Chriſt, nor that any men have Warrant, Authority, or 
Commiſſion toimpoſe on the practice of others what is not - 
appointe 
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appointed by him. How AE to be otherwiſe minded ? 
Can he force himlelf to aſſent unto that, whereunto in truth he 
doth nor aſfent ? Is it in his power ſo todo: At any man who- 
hath an Underſtanding,whether be can apply it to what he will; 
that is to aſſent, or not aſſext unto hat is propoſed unto him: 
All men will aſſaredly ſay, that theic aſſent neceſſarily followeth 
the evidence that they have of the truch of any thing, and that 
otherwiſe it is not to be obtained. The Mind deſpiſeth all vio- 
lence, or coaction from the Will: Yea, ic implys « Contradilti- 
en thit a man ſhould cauſe himſelt to «ſevt unto that unto-which 
he doth not aſſent. Can then other men compell this aſſent? It u 
fo far otherwiſe that God himſelf will not; yea, be it ſpok:n 
with reverence of his Holineſs, cannot force ſuch an aſſene, ſee- 
ing it impliesa Contradiction; Namely, that a man ſhanld «ſent 
and not aſſent to the ſame Propoſition at the ſame time : Neither 
can a man himfelf force himſelf, neither can all the men in the 
World force him, to underſtand more than he doth underſtand, 
or can do ſo. Men do not ſeem to bat e exerciſed ma ay teſle 
ARs of Conſidertaton on themſelves, who ſuppoſe that any ca n 
command their Underſtandings to apprehend what they pleaſe, 
or to aſſent unto things attheir will. Theſe things follow Con- 
viction and Evidence; and ſo God himſelf procures the Aſſert 
of Mes unto whathe revealeth, and ocherwiſe the Underſtand- 
ing is abſolutly free from all impoſition, 

ifa man then cannot underſtand theſe things to be approved of 
God, and accepted with bim; ſuppoſethey are ſo, yer if a man 
cannot apprehend them ſo to be, what is the next work that 
Conſcience will apply it ſelf aro? Is it not to declare in the 
Soul, that if it practiſe theſe things, God: will judge ic the Laſt 
. pronounce Sentence — him ? For Conſcience, as was 
ſaid, is a Mans Judgernent of Himſelf and his Moral AGioos, 
with reſpe& unto the future Judgement of God, And 1 am per- 
ſwaded that thiy is the condition of Thoafards, in reſetence to 
the preſent Impoſitionm. Their Apprebenſtons and Judgemen:s 
of themſelves in this Matter, are to them unavoidable aud inlus 
p:rable. It is not in theit power to think ctherwiſe than they 
do, nor to judge otherwiſe of themſelves in reference unto the 
the practiſe of (he things impoſed on them, than they do. Ne. 
ther can all the men in the World force them to 9 — judg: 
other wil. 
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otherwiſe, If ever Light, * ence unto their Conviction 
of he Contrary, is imparted to them, er do befall them, they 
will think and judge according to it; in the mean time, they 
crave that they may not be forced to act ageinſt their Lig it and 
Conſciences, and ſo unavoidably caſt themſelves inte deſtruction. 
All then that ſome deſire of othert, is, That they would but 
give them leave to endeavour to pleaſe God, ſeeing they know 
it is a fearful thing to fall into his Hands as an Avenger of Sin. 
God deals not thus with Men; for although He tequires them to 
believe whatever He reveals, and propoſes as an object of Faith, 
and to obey whatever He commands, yet be gives them /»fficien: 
evidence for the one, and Warranty of his Authority in the o- 
ther, and himſelfalone is JUDGE of what Evidence is ſo 
ſufficient, But men can do neither of theſe : They can neither 
give Evidence to their Propoſitions, nor Warrant to their. Au- 
thoricy in their Impoſitions in Spiritual things, and yet they ex- 
act more than doth God himſelf: But ſo it is, when once his 
Throne is invaded, bis Holineſs, Wiſdom, ard Clemency ate not 
propoſed to be imitated;but a fond abuſe of Soveraignity alone, 
is aimed at. 

To impoſe Pefftics then infcrcing men to a Compliance and 

Actlag in the W orſbip of God, contraty unto what they are 
Convinced in their Conſciences to be his Mind and Will, isto en- 
- , Ceavour the inforcing of chem to reject all reſpects unto the fu- 
ture Judgments of God; which as it is the hipbeſt wicked- 
neſs in them to do, ſo hath not God Aut horiæ ed any of the Sons 
of men, by any means to endeavour their Compulſion unt o it. 
For the former of theſe, that men may Al in the things of Ged, 
contrary unto what they are perſwaded be -yequires of tbem; 1 
ſuppoſe none will ever attempt to per ſwade th:mſclves or 
others. Atheiſme will be tlie end of ſuch an Endeavour. 

The ſole 2 neſtion is, Whether God hath Authorized, and do h 

warrant any man, of what ſort ſc ever, to compell others to 
Worſhip and ſerve him, contrary to the way and manner that 
-they are in their Conſciences perſwaded that he doth accept and 
approve. God indeed where men are in Erroxrrand Mift al. 
about his Will and Worſhip would have them taught, and In- 
ſtructed, and ſendeth out his own Light and Truth» to guide 

them, as ſeemeth good nnt o him. | : 
ut 
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But to affirm that he ben) ized men to proceed in the 
way before mentioned, is to ſay, that be hath ſer up an Au- 
thority - againſt himſelf, and that which way-give controule to 
His, 
Theſe things being ſo, ſeeing Men are bound Indi ſpenſabſy not 
God lo as they are convinced and perſwaded, that 
he will not be Worſhiped ; and ro Worſhip him as he hath Ap- 
pointed — — the Penalty of Anſwering their 
Neglectand Contempt with their eveclaſting Condition at 
the laſt day; And ſeeing God hath not Warranted or Anthe- 
rized any man to inforce them to Ad contrary te t heir Light, and 
that perſwaſion of his Mind and Will which he hath given them 
in their own Conſciences ; ror to pi them for yeilding Obed+- 
ence in Spiritual things unto the Command of God as his mind ia 
by them apprehended, it the things themſelves, though miſtaken, 
ate ſuch as no way interfere with the common Light of Nature 
or Reaſon of Man-kind, the Fundamental Articles of Chriſtian 
Religion, Moral Honeſty, Civil Society, andPub'ike Tranquili- 
ty : eſpecially if in the things herein men acting, as is ſuppoſed, 
according to their own Light and Conſcience in difference from 
others,are of ſmall Importance, and ſuch as they probably plead 
are unduly and ungroundedly impoſed on their Practice, or Pro- 
hibited unto them, it remains to be conſidered whether the 
grounds and ends propoſed in Exerciſe of the Severity pleaded 
tor, be agrecable to common Rules of prudence, ox the ſtate and 
condition of things in this Nation. 
The ground which men proceed upon in their ' reſolutions 


for Severity, ſeemes to be, That the Church and Common» 


Wealth may ſtand upon the ſame Bottome and Foundation; 
that their Intereſt may be every way the ſame, of the ſame breadth 
me length, and to be mutually narrowed or widened by each 
other, 

The ! ntereſt of the Kingdome they would have to land upon 
the Bottome of Cnifermicy . So that the Governmeat of it ſhould, 
as tothe beneficial ends of Government, comprehend them on- 
ly, whom the Church compriſeth in its Uniformity, and fo the 
Kingdoms peace, ſhould be extended only unto them, unto 
whom the Churches Peace is extended, Thus they ſay, that the 

c | 
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Kingdom and the-Church, or ite preſent Order and Eſtabliſh. 

ment, are to be like Hypecrates Twins, not to be Born to- 
- gether, and to Die together, but to cry andlaughtogether, and 
to be equally affected with their mutual Concerns : But theſe 
things are erident miſta kes in Policy, and ſuch as Multiplied Ex- 
perience have exidenced fo to be. The Compariſon of Meonar- 
chie or the Fundzmental Conſtitution of the Policy and Govern. 
ment of this Nation, with the Church-Ordergand State, 
Eſtabliſhed on a Right, mar nd changeable Laws , 
And which have received many alterations, and may at any 
time when it ſeems good to the King and Parliament, receive 
more; is expreſſive of a Principle of ſo evil an Aſpe ct towards 
the /olid Foundation of the Policy of this Nation, as undoubted- 
ly thoſe who are pt incipally coneerded in it, are obliged not to 
admit an ayowance of. For whereas it is not the Goſpel in gene- 
ral, nor Chriſtian _— , orReligion conſidered as it beſt 
correſponds with the Goſpel, orthe mind of Chriſt therein, buc 
che pzeſent Church-Dzder, Rule and Policy that is intended; all 
mea know that it is Founded in, and ſtands ſolely amongſ} us, 
on ſuch Laws, as is uſual with Parliaments to EnaG in one Sefli- 
on, and to repealein another; or at leaſt to Enact in one Ape, 
and to repeale in another, according as Uſe and Experience ma- 
nifeſts them to be conducing, or obilruRing unto Publick Good, 
And whereas the conſtitution of the Ctvil Government of the 
Nation, is built upon no ſuch Alterable oz Changable Laws, 
but hath quite another Foundation, Obnoxious to Nothing, but 
to the All-over- Ruling providence of the moſt High, it is a great 
ſhakiog and weakning anto its Fixatven and Intereſt in the minds 
of Men, to have it compared with things every day alterable at 
picaſure. And the attempt to Plant rhe Kingyomes Peace, on 
the Found: tion of the Churches Unſfozmity, which may on a 
thouſand occaſions wherein the Peace of the Kingdom of it ſelf 
is not in the leaſt concerned, be narrowed unto a Scantling wholy 
unproportionate unto ſuch a Superſtruction, is without doubt as 
great a miſtake in Government as any perſons can fall into. AJ! 
the World znows, how full at this day it is of various Opinions 
and Practiſes in things concerning Religion; and how unſucceſſ- 


tul the Attempts of all forts have been for their Extinguiſhment. 
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It is * known, as bath in part already been diſcourſed, how 
unavoidable unto Men, * the various «Alot ment: of 
their Condition in Divine Providence, their different Appre. 
benſions and Perſwafions «bout theſe things are. He therefore 
that will build the Intereſt ofa Nation, on anUniformity of Gen- 
timentand practices in theſe things, had need well Fx this Hos. 


ing Delos, if be intend not to have his Government continually 


toſſed up and down. 

The true C'vil Intereſt of this Nation, in the T. 'Govern- 
ment, and Laws thereof, with the Benefits and Aut of 
them, and the Obedience that is due unto them, & hey 'Cngliſh- 
Pan is bozntunto; be falls into it ſrom the Womb; it grows up 
with him; he is indiſpen ſably engaged into it, and holds all his 
remforal Concernments by it: He is able alſo by Na Rea- 
ſon to underſtand it, ſo far as in point of Duty he is conceraed, 
and is rot at liberty to diffent from the Community. But as for 
Religion, it is the Choice of Men; and he that chuſe th aot his 
Religion, hath none: For although it is not of neceſlity, that u 
Man formally chooſes a Religion, or one way in Religion in an 
oppoſition unto, and with the rejetion of another; yet it is ſo 
that heſo chooſes in oppoſition to no Religion, and with Judge- 
ment about it, and approbation of that which he doth embrace, 
which hath the nature of a voluntary choice. 

This being the Liberty, this the Duty of every Man, which is. 
always hath been, and probably always will be iſſued in great vart- 
ety of Perſwaſions, and difterent Apprehenſions, to confine the 
Peace and Intereſt of Civil Societies unto any one of them, ſeems 
ſcarce ſuitable unto that Prudence which is requiſite for the ſtee- 
rage of the preſent ſtate of things in the VYorld, For my part, 
I can ſee noreaſon the Cibil tate bath to ex poſe its Peace unto 
all choſe Uncertain Events which this Principle will lead unto. 
And it ſeems very ſlrange, and I am perſwaded that on due Con- 
ſiderstion it will ſeem ſtrange that any ſhould continue in deſire of 
confining the bottom of the Nations Intereſt in its Rule and 
Peace, unto that Unifozmity in Religion, which as to a firm 
Foundation in the Mind and Conſciences of Men, hath diſ- 
covered it ſelf to be no more diffuſed amongſt the Body of the 
People, than at preſent it is,” and from which ſuch Myltitudes do, 
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upon grounds to themſelves . difſent , reſolving 
to continue ſo doinz, whatever they ſuffer for it; who yet 
otherwiſe unantmoully acquieſce in the Cibil Goderument, and 
are willing to contribute to the utmoſt of their Endeayouts, in 
their ſeveral places, unto its Peace and Proſperity. 

Whatever therefore be the Reſolution as to a preſent procedure, 
I heartily wiſh thai the Principle it ſelf might for the future be 
caſt out of the Minds of Men, that the State and Rule of the 
Nation, might not by plauſible and ſpecious pretences, ſuited to 
the intereſt of ſome few Men, be rendted obnoxious unto im- 
preſſion from the variety of Opinions a bout things Religious, 
which as far asl ſee, is like to be continued in the VYorld. 

Eſpecially ought this conſideration, if Imiſtake not, be appli- 
ed untothoſe Differences about which alone this Diſcour ſ: is in- 
tended; namely, thoſe which are amongſt men of the ſame Re- 
ligion in all the Sul ſtantiali of it, and which having been of long 
continuance deduced from one Age to another, are greatly diftu- 
ſed, and deeply rooted in the Minds of Men, being ſuch alſo, as 
no countenance can be given to act ſeverely towards them, from 
any thing inthe Scriptures, or praRiſe of the firſt Churches in 
the V Vorld. 

And I hopeĩt will never more amongſt ſober and diſ-engaged 
perſons be ſaid or thought, that the Intereſt ot Exg land, or of 
its Rule and Government, is in any thing conſined unto a preciſe 
derermination of the Differences in the Minds and Conſciences 
ol Men, ſo that thoſe who are of one Mind in them, and would 
impoſe the Apprehenſion and Practiſe of their Perſwaſion upoa 
others, ſhould be alone comprehended therein. 

But let the Ground of this Severity in proceeding againſt Diſ- 
ſenters be never ſo weak or infirm, yet if the End propoſed in 
it be accompliſhed, the Counſel will appear at laſt to have been 
adviſeable. What then is the end of theſe things, of this Seve= 
rity ſocarneſtly preſſed after, to be engaged into? Suppoſe the 
beſt appearing Succeſs that in this caſe can be ſappeſed, and all 
that ſeems to be deſired; namely that by External Force and 
Compulſion, Men be brought unto an Outward Conformity in, 
andunto the — . — ate impoſed on them. This is the utmoſt 
of what ſcems to be deſited or aimed at. For no man ſurely is fo 

vain 
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vain as to imagine that Compslſion and Penalties are à means ſui- 
ted co perſwade or convince the Minds of Men. Ney, Com- 
monly itis known, that they have a contrary effect, and do ec- 
ceedingly confirm men intheir own perſwaſions, and into an alie- 
nation from the things they are compelled unto. 

Sappoſe then this End to be obtained : Is there better Peace 
or Eſtabliſhment aſſured to the preſent Church. Ocder thereby. 
thin what it may enjoy whilſt Men have their Liberty to profeſs 
their diſſent? Both Reaſon and Experience do reſtii the con- 
trary. 

Nor will che Church fiad any mere davgerons Opponents, upon 
any emergent occaſion, than thoſe who have been compeled ro 
Uniformity againſt their Conviction. For bearing their Cexds- 
tion always as their Fertber, they will not be wanting unto an 
opportunity to eaſe chemſeives of it. 

And it may be ſundry Perſons now veited with Ecclefeffic al 
Power, if they would recolle& theit former Thoughts and Ex- 
preſſions, might remember thit they both coacziv:d and declared 
their mind to this parpole ; that former Severiti:e in the like 
kind, were undaly and &/advantegionſi — that 
ſtrogg inclination ia ſo many anto an — Freedom 
from their Impolitions, which ſarely they cannot think to be now 
leſſened or weak ned. 

But preſent Power is apt to change the minds of Men, and 
make them neicher remember what were their former appreben- 
fions, nor foreſee what v be their thoughts upon a diſap- 
poinrment in their preſent Underrakings. | 

Bat neither yet can this racion1ily be fappoſed; nor is it pro- 
bablein the leaſt, char the out ird Conformity intended, will 
ever be obtained by Rigor; eſpecially wh:re the reaſans of it ate 
ſa remote from influeaciag the Conſaences of Men. For wha:- 
ever Arguments m iy be uſed for a Retraint to be pat upon Ce- 

ſcience, in things conceraiag Faith and che Worſhip of God, 
which muſt be ticen from the natute of the things themſelves, are 
accterly ſupet ſede i and mide uſeleſs, by the nature of the Diffe- 
rences chat are in conteſt between the [myoſers, and thoſe that 
deptecate their [mpoſitians. For as very little hach been done, 
eſpecially of late, to prove the Lewfzslneſs of — impoſed, 
nothing at all to aſſert their Neceſſity , ſo the nature of the thing: 
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themſelves, about which the difference is, quite caſts them out 
of the compaſs and reach of thoſe Arguments which are ple ided 
in the caſe of Coetcion and Penalties in the things of Religion or 
the Worſhip of God. For if men ſhoul4 be able to prove that 
Hereſi:s and Idelatriet ate to be puniſhid in the Perſons of them 
that doaſſertthem: no Concluſion will or can be thence made, as 
1ſappoſe, for their Paniſhmeat and Ruine, who by the Con- 
feſlion of them that would puniſh them, are neither Hereticł. 
nor Idolaters. 

Force maſt ſtand alone in this caſe , and what ſmall Influence: 
it is like to have on the practices of Men, when it hath no pre- 
rence of Reaſon nor judgment, wherein Conſcience is concerned 
to give its countenance; is not uneaſie to determine. Nay Experi- 
ence hath ſufficiently in moſt places baffled this Attempt: Vio- 
lence hith been uſed in matters of Religion to the ſhame and 
ſtain of Chriſtanity ; and yet never ſucceeded any where, to Ex- 
tinguiſh that Perſwaſion and Opinion which it was deſigued to 
extirpate. 

It may be, for a while indeed, and ſometimes it may obtain 
ſuch /ſncceſe, as to ſeemto have effected the end amed at. But ſtill 
within a ſhort ſpace,moſtly in the compaſs of the ſame Age, it hath 
been manifeſt, that it hat h but laid in Proviſion for future Trou - 
bles, Oppoſicions, and Auimoſties. 


Let the Pꝛelates, or Rulers therefore of the Church adviſe, preſs 
unto, aud exerciſe this Severity whilſt they pleaſe ; They may as 
evidently ſee the Iſſue of it, as if it were already accompliſhed. 
Some may be ruined, Multitudes provoked, the Trade of the 
Nation obſtructed, ſome ſew be inforced unto an Hypecritical 
compliance with what is againſt the Light of their Conſciences, 
compaſſion be ſtirred up in the reſidue of the People for innocent 
Sufferers,and by all Indignation againſt themſclves and their ways 
encreaſed;confidering what are the thingsabont which theſe differ- 
ences are, How deeply rooted a diſſent from the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment is in the minds of Multitudes :. For how long a ſeaſon that 
Perſwaſion hath been delivered down unto them, evenever ſince 
the firſt Reformation, gradualy encreafing in its Suffrage to this 
day; the Advantages that it bath had for its Growth and Im- 

provement, 
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provement, with ſxcceſſer ME Ye, ſuitable unto them; and re- 
ſolation that mens Spirits are raiſed unto, to ſuffer and for- 
go the utmoſt of their Earthly Concernments, rather than to 
live and die in an open Rebellion to the commanding Light of 
God in their Conſciences : It isthe utmoſt vanity to have other 
ExpeRations of the en of fuch a courſe of Rigor and Proſecu- 
tion. 

In the mean time, I am ſure whoever gets by Pet ſecut ion, the 
King looſeth by it. ; | 

For what if ſome Officers of Eccleſiaſtical Courts have been 
inriched by the booty they have got from Diſſenters? What ad- 
vantage is it all this while to the Xingdeow? when ſo many Fami- 
lies are Impoveriſhed, ſo many ruired, as are by -Excommun{'- 
cations and Iapriſonments enſuing thereon, ſo many more diſ- 
couraged from the exerciſe of their Faculties, or improvment of 
their Stocks, ſo many driven beyond the Seas, and yet all this 
— unto what in the lame kind, muſt and will enſue, if the 
courſe ſometimes begun ſhould be purſued. To me it ſeema that 
an attempt for the pretended Conformity, ( for attained it will 
never be) is ſcarcea due Compenſation for his Majefties.loſs in 
the diminifhing of his Qubiects dd their Wealth, whevewith it 
is and will be certainly attended. Beſides, to ruine men in all 
their Sabſtantials of Body and Life , for Cetemonies, and 
thoſe our own Country-men and Neighbours, ſeems 40 car- 
ry with it ſomewhat of that ſeverity, which Engliſhomen after 
the ſubſiding of the impetuous Impreſſions of Provocations, do 
naturally abhor, and will not long by any means give Counte 
nance unto. 


On the Conſideration of theſe things, and other doubtleſs of 
more deep Inveſtigacion, his Majeſty bath often. declared, not 
only his Reſolut ion to grant the Jadalgence intimatedi n his Graci- 
ous Declaration to that parpoſe, but allo the exceeding Suitable 
neſs of thoſe Intentions unto his own LInclinationi and Clemency, 
The Advantages which have already enſued unto the Nation, in 
the ExpeRtation of Fndulgence, have been alſo remembred, and 
repeated by him with an uncontrouleable manifeſtation of its con- 
ducibleneſs for the future, unto the Peace and Proſperity of the 

King- 


4 Kingdom, Ard it 2 that fo 
TD.ſpoſitions, ſuch 


Thoughes 
thozity. ſuch Pzojections of Care and Do icitude foz 
dems Good, ond be all Sacrificed to the Jntereft of any one 
Party of Men whatſoever. 


T cannot but hope, that Hz Majeſty will re- aſſume thoſe 
bleſſed Connſels of Peace: Eſpecially conſidering that the Spi- 
rits of Men are ſingularly diſpoſed to receiveand put a due Valu- 
ation upon the Execution of them. For all thoſe who deſiring 
an Indulgence, though differing amongſt themſelves in ſome 
things, do joyntly caſt their Expectations and Deſires into a de- 
pendance on Hu M AF E STT, with Advice of His P AR. 
LIAMENT. 

And as notwithftspding their Mutual Differences, they 
are united in this ExpeRation, ſo may they be made Partakers 
of it: Although in other things their Differences continue, they 
cannot but agree in Loyalty and Gratitzde : When the Denyal of 
it unto tbem, although they ſtill differ is ot her things,will reconcile 
their Mindes in regreet againſt the /mpoſitions they Foynily 
under go. 


\ And, whereas men have by the Fears, Dangers, and Suffering 

which they have paſſcd through,evidenced to all the World that 
the Liberty and Freedome of their Conſciences is of more con- 

fideration with them, than all other things whatever; and have 

learned cheraſelves alſo how to eſteem and value that Liberty, 

without which they are ſenſible how miſerable their Condition 

is, and is like to be, it is ĩmpoſſible that any ſtronger Obligati- 

on unte Peaceableneſi Loyalty, and Thankfulneſs,can be put upon 

the Subietts of any Nation, then a Grant of the Indulgence de- 
fired would put upon Multitudes in this. This would ſet their 
minds at Liberty fom Fears and Contrivances for the Aveidance 

of Impendent Dangers ; incourage them to engage the utmoſt of 
their Endeavours and Abilities in the buſineſles of Peace and Se- 
curity, leaving them no Fears, but only of any Diſturbance of 
t be ſtare of things, which hath ſecured unto them all their prin- 
cipal latereſtsin the World. 


And 
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And bow fooliſh, ces ＋ wnbecoming of Men; would 

any other Thoughts be? Torhink, 7hat Aden who bave given 
this Evidence at leaſt, That they are ſuch as exerciſe 
Conſcience towards God and Others, in that they have ſuffered 
fer it, and art ready yet fart ber ſo to do, ſhould not deſpiſe and 
contemn all ſuggeſtions of wnpeaceable Di ſpoſtiont, or ſhoald 
ſuppoſe that they have any Community of Intereſt with ſuch as 


being not concernedinConſeience with them , at leaſt net ſo far 


as to evidence it tobe tbeir Chief and Printipal Intereſt, as theirs 
it is ; or to have any Inclination'to the Diſturbance of the Puh- 
lique Tranquility, wherein all their Deſires and Aim: are ſe- 
cured , Is to judge ad erer of Folly, Madneſs and 
Wickedneſs, as Thoſe who uſe theſe Pretences, would be loth 


to be judped by; although They have nor given that Teſtimony 


of Their Reſpects unto Conſcience, which the Orhers have 
done. 

And hereby, whereas the Parliament hade been neceſſitated 
through the Exigence of the publique Aﬀatrs, to engage the Aa- 
tion in payments not paſſed thzough- without vilkiculty, they 
will, as was ſaid, put areal and effectual Obligation upon great 
mulcttudes of Men, without the lea ſt ſemblance of Diſapvan- 
tage unto anp others. 

Neither is this a matter of any £xpence, but only of Ge 
nerous Clemenep in chemſelves, and the depoſition of Wrath, 
Envy, and Revenge in ſome few others, things that may be 
parted withal, without the leaſt detriment unto humane Society. 
And, asit is in the Matter alone of Indulgencs, and Conſtlence, 
wherein the People are capable of a ſenſible Obligation, others 
not concerned therein, being apt tothink that all which is done 
for them, is but their due, and leſs ſometimes then is ſo ;. thoſe 
Partakersof it, by an avowment of the favour received, will be 
in their own minds indiſpenſably bound to promote the common 
Intereſt of publique Good. 


It is true indeed, that the Parliament have thought meet ſome 


years paſt, co direct unto another conrſe of Pzoceedure : Bub- 
Dies Diem Docet. 
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and wile men are never wont pertiazcioully to adheer unto 
the put ſuite of Conjeftwres and Projeitions about fut Events , 
Such as former Laws were Suited unto, ags inſt Experience, and 
thoſe ſecond T howghts which a new conſideration of things may 
ſuggelt unto them: Beſides the alterations of Affairs in many 
concernmenrs, may fully juſtific the alceration in Reſolutions 
pleaded for ; which is dot ſuch neither, as to be contradiffory 
voto any thing already Eſtabliſhed, but what may be brought in- 
to Compliance withir, and Wbordination to it: They may ſay of 
what is paſt, us was by one ſaid of old: 


Res dare & regni Noviia me talig cogunt, 


The preſent Aſſurance of publique Peace and Tranquility, ad- 
mitts of Counſels impartially tending to the Good of all, unin- 
fluenced by a mixture of Fears and Jealouſies. 


But ſuppoſe the Peacs and Pzoſperity of the Nation to be much 
Secured and Advantaged 1 Indalgence, as undoubcedly 
under the Protection and Bleiſiag of God, it will be, yet l ha ve 
"heard ſome ſay, and it is commonly pleaded, That the Church 
will not be able to keep its Station, or to retain it Members in 
compliance; but they will many, if not moſt of them, make uſe 
of the Liberty defired; eſpecially if it be for and gato Free- 
tant, which muſt be prevented. Now this I confeſs ſeems 
m_ to me, that any ſach even#; ſhould be feared or ex- 
pected. 
Thoſe who make this Objection, Suppoſe the Church to be 
really poſſeſſed of .7 rub an Order in the matters that are in 
difference; They expreſs every dey not only the great. Sence 
they bave of the Learning, Ability and Picty of the Clergy,but are 
ready #iſo on all occaGoos, to contemn their Adverſaries,as men 
'Unlearned, Weak, sand Iaconſiderate. It is alſo granted that 
all outward Priviledges, Incouragements, Advantages, Pro- 
mations, Preferments, — public Conveniencies, Legal 
 Maimainarce, are ſlill to confined unto the Church, and its 
© Conformiſts , asal ſo that thole who deſſre the benefit of Jnoul- 


gente, muſt together with an Exemption from all theſe, pay all 
Dues 


* 


— 


themſelves unto others, befides « Deprivarion of the great” 
conveniencies of their uſual places of Aſſemblies, and their Le- 
gal Intereſt in them, and the Inconveritencies of reparing unto 
other Aſſemblies, it may be far remote from thei! Habirations, 
contribute alſo to the Ma intainanct of their Teachers where it is 
indiſpenſa bly needed. 

If Ifay, alltheſe and the like Confiderations, with a Reputa- 
tion of publick Favour, and regard with Authority, be not ſuf- 
ficient to preſerve and ſeeure the Church in its Sration, and its 
Members in the Communion of it, It is evident that they art 
things which habe no Foundation in the Confciencies 0 
Minds of Men, but tand meerly on the eps of Law and 
— Wbich if true, is yet a Secret which ought not to be 

ival 

I enfeſs Chief Jaſtice Hubbart, in his Reports, in the Caſeof 
Colt, and the Biſhop of Coventry and Litchfield, y, That 


it be d Divino, U de of 
8 


Dues required by the Law Loo. , and if they will; joyn* 


y of the Sacraments, and the like , andof ſaftozs fog that purpoſe ; 
andtherefo1e to debar them wholly of it. were again the 
Law of Gov, pet all other things. as he there s, menatſo: 
Fo2 (ſaich he) We know well that the pzimitive Chureh in her 
greateſt ons of Peſievers 


them, A liberty for which ſtate is pleaded for, the thing it ſelf 
being owned to be according co the Pattern of the Primitive 
Church in her greateſt Purity. 

And i it be ſo as he ſpeaks, all other Orders and Obſervances 
in the Church, mult be built onely on Law and Cuſtem. Bur 
yet ſuch is their Force alſo on the minds of Men, that as at:en- 
ded with the advantages and conveniences before mentioned, 
and fenced by the inconveniences and diſadvantages which attend 
Viſſenters; the Differences alſo contended about, being of oo 
more weight than they are; there is no doubt but the moſt of 
men, at leaſt ro the full as many as without force to Conſci- 
ence, will do ſo under the ſevereſt Penaltiesto the contrary, will 
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tontinue their adherence to the CS Church-ftate, although 
the Liberty of. the diſſent deſired, ſhould be indulged. 


It may be bis ion of Peace and Moderation, may not 
have an equal telliſh unto all Pallats, nor find a like reception in 
the minds of all. The 7stereſt of ſome, and the Prejudices of 
others, are ſo important with them, as that they cannot attend 
antoimpartial Reaſon in this matter. I am perſwaded that /ome 
have ſcarce any better or more forcible Argument, to ſatisfie 
their own Minds that they arein the right in Religion, thanthe 
inclination they find in themſelves to hate and perſecute them 
whom they ſuppoſe to be in the wrong; or at leaſt that they can 
no longer believe that to be Truth which they profeſs, than whilſt 
they are willing and ready to deſtroy with violence that which is 
contrary unto it. For what is forboyn, they ſuppoſe maſt needs 
be approved, all which are ſo palpable miſapprebenfions, as 
there needs ao Endeavour to lay them open. 

It is ſar enough from being an evidence of Truth in any, that 
they are ready to deſtroy them that are otherwiſe minded. It is 
Etrour and Superſtition , which being conſcious of their own 
wrakneſs, are impatient until their Contraries are rained, And 
never are thete ſuch Mutual Violences in Mattersof Religion, as 
where the ſeveral oppoſite Parties are all of chem moſt graſly et- 
roneons and ſuperſtitious. 

The Egyptians were of old the ſcorn and ſport of the World 
for their — general: Oxen, Apes, Crecodiles, Garlick, 
and Owions, being ſame of the beſt of their Deities : And yet 
about theſe they had amangſt themſelves ſuch endleſs Avimoſities, 
and mutual Perſecutions of one another, as can ſcarce be paral- 


lell'd, So he tells us: 


Immortale odium & nunquam ſanabile bellum, 
Ardet adbac ombo & Tentyra ; ſummuw utring, 
Inde furor vulge, quod umi na vicinorum 


Odit uterg, loci. 


And what was t he ground and occafion of the Quarrel ? 


— 


[39] 


= —Crocodilon tdor at _ 
Par hae, ills pavit ſaturam Strpemtibus Ihin, 


Their Controverſie was about the Worſhip of a Crocodile on 
the one hand, and of a Fowl that devoured Serpents, on the 
other. 

Neither is the Difference of much more importance, or 
managed with much more moderation, which is at this Day 
between the Turk: and Perſians , about the true Succeſſor; 
of eMahomer. 

Fo little Reaſon have Men to pleaſe themſelves with a ſur- 
mize of being poſſeſſed of the Truth, by the inclination that they 
find in themſelves to perſecute the contrary : Seeing ſuch an in- 
clination is an inſeparable Companion of Error and Superſtition, 
and is generally heightened to Cruelty and Revenge, according 
as Men by them are drenched in Folly and Blindneſs. 


lt is yet pretended by ſome, That ſuch 4 Toleration 4 will 
ſatifi: them that deſire it, and ſecure the Publique Trangeility, 
bowevey it may pleaſe in the notion of it, will yet be found un- 
pzacticable 14 it comes to be examined and infanced. 

But it is evident that theſe pretences mult be countenanced by 
ſome peculiar Conſideration of this Nation, and Governmene 
thereof; ſeeing the utmoſt of what is here deſired, is both eſta- 
bliſhed ard praiſed in other Nations. Thewbole of it is plain- 
ly exerciſed in the Kingdow of Fraxce, where the Proteſtants 
paying all Duties to the Church, ſuftaining all Burthens and Of- 
fices in the Commonweaslch, equal with others, are freed from 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, Cenſures, and Offices, and all Penalties for 
their Diſſent, with an aFowance for the Worſhip of Godin their 
own Aſlemblies, provided by themſelves, and known to the 
Magiſtrates under whoſe Juriſdi&ion they are; which is the ſum 
of all that is here deũ red. The like Liberty, if 1 miſtake not, is 
granted to the French and Dutch Churches here in England. 
The United Provinces of the Netherlands have continued inthe 
ſame praRiſe ever fince tꝰe Reformation, So alſo bath the 


Kingdom of Poland, where the Diſſenters are both numerous, 
and 
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EL are tolerated inthe Do- 
minions of the Paula grave, Elector of Nrandenberg, and Landt- 
grave of — : Soare (alviniſt: in many free Cities of the 
Empire, in ſome places of the Kingdom of Denmark: And boch 
Let be rant and Cott in ſundiy Principalicies in Germany, 
whoſe Magiſtrates are of the Roman Religion. In the Hereditary 
Dominions of the Emperour, where-ever Difference in Religion 
once made an entrance, either a Forbearance and Toleration is 

anted and continued, as in —_ or the Countrics them- 
dves have been made utterly walte and defolate, as Bobemias 
and Moravia, and yet in a great meaſure continue lo to be. The 
Attempts of the Duke of Savoy againſt it, have been condem- 
ned, deteſted and abborred, by all Pricces of the ſam- Religion 
with himſelf, and yet have ended in ſome toller able forbearance. 
It is alſo known, that t he Kinga of England have by vertue of 
their Power in things @:cleflafflical, in all Ages as occaſion re- 
quired, and is they ſaw meer, exempted Perſons and Societies 


from the common and ordinary courſe and way of Churc h- Di ſ- 
cipline and [nſpeRior. 


Certainly therefore the aral icab leneſt of ſuch an Indul⸗ 
goncs lies in the deſires of them, whoſe Intereſt, as they appre- 
dend, 1s oppoſite unto it; although ic is more probable, thar 
their Moderation known and declated in this matter, would give 
them a greater Intereſt in publique Eſteem and — 
by any other ways they are like to obtain. Neither is this at all 
by wiſe men to be deſpiſed, who are able to foreſee the probable 
events of continued Exaſferation. Why then ſhould men pre- 
tend, that that cannot be done, which hath been done, and is 
done at this day in ſo many Kingdoms and Nations, with the 
wiſhed-for ſucceſs by Peace and Happineſs ? 

And as it may be very few Inftancer can be given of ſuch Sc- 
verity againſt Diſſenters, who come up to ſo full an Agreemment 
in all material things with them ir om whom they diſſent, as thic 
of late practiſed, and ſlill pre ſſed for in England; ſo it will be 
found, that whether we reſpe& the Nature and Temper of the 
People of this Land, or the admiſſion of the Principles of Dil- 
ſear, withthe grounds of them, in Multitudes; or the Reſolu- 


tion 


GENCE or TITTIES as 221 would be 


more Welcome, Uſcful, Acceptable, or more ſubſervient to Tran- 
quility, Trade, Wealch and Peace, 
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Page 3. line 22, for Omni read Omniz. 


